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Introduction 
 

In 2007, the Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health was awarded a grant from the 

Department of Health, Division of Public Health to assist three Wisconsin Communities to create 

a plan to promote the social and emotional development of children.  Fond du Lac County was 

chosen, in part, due to its long standing history of collaboration.  The Alliance provided 

leadership and direction and helped Fond du Lac County to organize an Infant and Early 

Childhood Mental Health Summit.  It began with a core group of dedicated professionals 

working together because they believed they could make a difference for children and families.  

Many community agencies provided sponsorship funds to offset costs.   

 

The Summit was held in October of 2008.  Over 85 people attended, representing over 30 

agencies.  County Executive, Allen Buechel, gave the welcoming address and pledged his full 

support.  As a result of the Summit, committees were formed and work began to develop a Fond 

du Lac County Community Plan to Support and Promote Social and Emotional Development in 

Young Children.   

 

The overall goal of the plan is for all Fond du Lac County children to be healthy, nurtured, safe, 

and successful from birth to school entry.  The Planning Work Group identified SPROUT 

(Supporting Positive Relationships so Our children Under 6 can Thrive) as the acronym to 

express the focus of the initiative. The Plan provides recommendations to raise public awareness 

on the importance of positive early relationships and experiences, provides prevention, early 

intervention and treatment recommendations to support overall healthy social and emotional 

development.   

 

 

Importance of Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health 
 

 Research indicates that the social and emotional development of children starts at birth.  

It is especially rapid and eventful during the first five years of life, and has a strong and 

predictive effect on future learning, growth and success. Self-confidence, curiosity, 

persistence, self-control, and trust have their roots in infancy and rely on secure, healthy 

relationships with primary caregivers. Thus, the bond between parent and child is 

critical.  Disruptions to this bond can stem from many sources including issues related to 

economic distress, social isolation, parental mental health or substance abuse issues, 

exposure to violence, and/or health problems (Shonkoff and Phillips, 2000).  

 

 Learning is an interactive process involving the development of language, cognitive 

skills, and emotional and social competence (Shonkoff & Phillips, 2000).   

 

 Assuring the emotional health of infants, young children, and their families must be 

accomplished by providing a continuum of comprehensive, culturally competent services 

which incorporate promotion of social and emotional development as well as prevention, 

early intervention, and treatment services (Chazen-Cohen, 2001). 

 



   

 

 Families, providers, and policy makers across the country struggle to address and 

understand the social and emotional needs of very young children and frequently indicate 

a lack of community infrastructure to assess and treat young children when mental health 

needs become apparent (Chazen-Cohen, 2001).   

 

 When mental health issues are ignored, the long term costs both to the children, families, 

and their communities are significant.  These costs include lower academic achievement, 

higher school drop-out rates, higher rates of grade retention, and greater risk of 

committing juvenile offenses in adolescence (Jimerson et al., 2000).  

 

 Most teachers and caregivers find it difficult to deal with the emotional and behavioral 

needs of children and feel inadequately prepared. A recent synthesis of research related to 

young children illustrates that there is a considerable need for mental health services 

within community-based programs for infants and young children, but resources are not 

always available to meet that need (Smith and Fox, 2003).  

 

 

Defining Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health  
   
Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health defines infant mental health as:  

 

Infant Mental Health (IMH) is synonymous with social and emotional 

development in our youngest children. Social and emotional development involves 

skills such as self confidence, curiosity, motivation, persistence, self control, and 

trust-all of which affect future learning, growth, and success. The development of 

all of these traits begins in infancy and within the context of 

relationships. Emotional and social milestones include a child's ability to 

experience, regulate and express emotions, and form close and secure 

interpersonal relationships. A child's capacities to identify their own feelings, 

experience empathy for another and constructively manage strong emotions are 

skills that begin in early childhood and support later learning. (www.waimh.org)  

 

Infant and early childhood mental health is often defined from two perspectives; 1) 

developmental perspective and 2) system perspective.  For the purpose of this plan we have 

adopted the definitions found in Appendix A.  In addition to these definitions, Caregiver Tenants 

have also been adopted that are defined in Appendix A as well.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

A Profile of Fond du Lac County 
 

Fond du Lac County has a rich history of collaboration and a multitude of community resources 

committed to supporting the well-being of children and families. Fond du Lac County has a 

population of more than 100,000 people and is comprised of many cities, towns and villages. The 

county is supported by 11 school districts and 4 institutions of higher learning. Fond du Lac 

County offers a Birth to 3 Early Intervention Program, Family Resource Center, Children’s 

Museum, Public Libraries, Head Start Program, YMCA, Child Care Centers, private, public and 

faith-based preschools, just to name a few. 

 

In addition, in Fond du Lac County… 

 There are approximately 8,000 children under 6 years of age  

 In 2008, there were 1,164 total births 

 In 2008, 34% of all births were to single mothers 

 In 2008, 12.2% of all births were to mothers without a high school diploma 

 Data indicates that the percentage of mothers that are receiving prenatal care has dropped 

from 87% in 2003 to 82% in 2008 

 In 2009, there were 274 children referred to the Birth to 3 Program  

 ADVOCAP Head Start receives funding to support 264 children between the ages of 3 to 

5 and currently has over 100 children on the waiting list 

 In 2009, 3,230 children and their mothers were enrolled in WIC  

 Between the years of 2006-2008 1,876 children were identified as living in poverty; of 

those, 748 children were identified as living in extreme poverty 

 In 2009, 31% of school aged children were receiving Free & Reduced Lunch; compared 

to 24% in 2005 

 In 2010, 38% percent of renters were identified as being unable to afford Fair Market 

Rent 

 In 2009, the unemployment rate soared above 9% 

 In 2009-10, four child care centers closed  

 99.7% of all children in grades K-12 are compliant with immunizations. 

 

(The Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center, datacenter.kidscount.org.) 

 

In October 2009, a county-wide survey was conducted through Fond du Lac School District’s 

Comprehensive Service Integration Project (CSI) to better understand the services available to 

infants and young children in Fond du Lac County communities.  As a result of this survey: 

 74 percent of respondents reported in the past year that they made referrals to another 

organization based on a young child’s social, emotional or behavioral development 

 79 percent of respondents reported there was at least one gap in meeting the social, 

emotional and behavioral needs of young children in Fond du Lac County. 49 percent of 

respondents reported that funding sources are a current gap in meeting the social, 

emotional and behavioral needs of young children in Fond du Lac County while 38 

percent reported a gap in accessibility and 37 percent reported a gap in resources 

providing information, services, and programs 

 Please see Appendix B for the complete survey results. 
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Goal, Vision, & Mission 
   

OUR GOAL:  For all Fond du Lac County children to be healthy, nurtured, safe and 

successful from birth to school entry through: 

 

 Nurturing and Responsive Relationships: People who touch the lives of infants, young 

children and their families know how to foster healthy social and emotional development. 

 

 High Quality Supportive Environments: All children will have high quality supportive 

environments, including their own homes. 

 

 Targeted Social Emotional Supports: There will be a coordinated community approach 

for teaching social and emotional skills to ensure children’s school readiness. 

 

 Intensive Interventions: Children with emerging mental health symptoms will receive 

evidence based treatment by trained and knowledgeable providers in partnership with 

parents and other caregivers resulting in optimal development.  Families and children 

will feel supported by competent, knowledgeable and sensitive professionals and 

caregivers. 

   

OUR VISION: Every Fond du Lac County child will have his/her social and emotional 

developmental needs met within the context of family, culture, education, and community.  

   

OUR MISSION: The Infant and Early Childhood communities of Fond du Lac County will 

strengthen its ability to support  the social and emotional health of young children with 

Nurturing and Responsive Relationships, High Quality Supportive Environments, Targeted 

Social and Emotional Supports and Intensive Interventions.  

 

 OUR LOGO: Supporting Positive Relationships so Our children Under 6 can Thrive 
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   Fond du Lac County Community Plan 

 

The Fond du Lac County Community Plan To Support and Promote Social and Emotional 

Development in Young Children emerged based on the work of the Center on the Social and 

Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL). CSEFEL created a Pyramid Model 

focused on promoting the social and emotional development and school readiness of young 

children birth through age 5. CSEFEL is a national resource center funded by the Office of Head 

Start and the Child Care Bureau to disseminate research and evidence-based practices for early 

childhood programs across the country. The Pyramid Model establishes a foundation for creating 

an effective workforce.  This model creates the framework for the Fond du Lac Community Plan 

which embraces the following four components:   

 

 1. Nurturing and Responsive Relationships – Supportive responsive relationships 

among adults and children is an essential component to promote healthy social and 

emotional development 

 

 2. High Quality Supportive Environments – High quality early childhood 

environments promote positive outcomes for all children 

 

 3. Targeted Social Emotional Supports – Systematic approaches to teaching social 

skills can have a preventive and remedial effect 

 

 4. Intensive Intervention – Assessment based intervention that results in individual 

behavioral support plans 

 

 

 

Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning 

www.vanderbuilt.edu/csefel 
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Nurturing and Responsive Relationships  

Supportive responsive relationships among adults and children is an essential component to 

promote healthy social and emotional development 

 
Desired Outcome: People who touch the lives of infants, young children and their families 

know how to foster healthy social and emotional development.  

   

Why is this important? Children learn within the context of relationships. Close and 

dependable relationships between children and parents or other regular caregivers are the key to 

a young child’s growth and success.  It is essential that those involved in the lives of young 

children understand the importance of providing responsive, positive relationships during this 

critical period of development. Healthy social and emotional development during the early 

childhood years will result in children who will grow up to be healthy, productive adults.  

   

Parents and other regular caregivers in children’s lives are “active ingredients” of 

environmental influence during the early childhood period.  Children grow and thrive in the 

context of close and dependable relationships that provide love and nurturance, security, 

responsive interaction, and encouragement for exploration.  Without at least one such 

relationship, development is disrupted and the consequences can be severe and long lasting.  

If provided or restored, however, a sensitive care giving relationship can foster remarkable 

recovery, (National Research Council Institute of Medicine, From Neurons to 

Neighborhoods-The Science of Early Childhood Development, 2000, p. 7).  
 

Assets and Strengths:  
Strong partnerships exist for working together to promote nurturing and responsive relationships 

for all young children.  The development of a community plan has contributed to a shared 

understanding across disciplines of the importance of nurturing and responsive relationships for 

young children.  

   

Recommendations:  

 Increase knowledge on how to foster healthy social and emotional development to people 

who touch the lives of infants, young children and their families (i.e. parents, community 

service providers, educators, employee assistance providers, legislators, medical 

community, court system) 

 

 Determine what, where and how social and emotional development information is 

reaching people who touch the lives of infants, young children and their families 

 

 Identify if gaps exist in reaching target populations with information  

 

 Address information gaps, if any, with best practice strategies for raising awareness 

regarding the value of fostering healthy social and emotional development of young 

children  
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 Utilize community events and programs (children’s museum, children’s expo, Walleye 

Weekend) to build awareness on how to foster social and emotional development  

 

 Utilize existing promotional materials and/or develop new materials to build public 

awareness (brochures, calendar of events...)    

 

 Establish a funding stream that supports the development and distribution of awareness  

 

 Build the capacity of families to be involved in information dissemination such as 

training, committee work, mentoring, and educating the community about early 

childhood mental health  

 

 Increase parents and early childhood professionals’ competencies to support healthy 

social and emotional development by tapping into resources, including national speakers, 

training opportunities and providing written materials  

 

 Develop a website to provide access to information on social and emotional development 

     

How will we know we are successful?  

 The community understands and values the role of nurturing and responsive relationships 

and its importance in the healthy social and emotional development of young children  

 

 Training opportunities are offered and materials are developed and distributed focusing 

on healthy social and emotional development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

High Quality Supportive Environments 
High quality early childhood environments promote positive outcomes for all children 
   

Desired Outcome:  
All children will have high quality supportive environments, including their own homes.  

   

Why is this important?  
High quality supportive environments support healthy social and emotional development.    

   

Assets and Strengths:  
In 2008, Fond du Lac School District, partnering with community service providers and the 

North Fond du Lac School District, received Safe Schools Healthy Students federal grant 

funding. Fond du Lac is one of two sites in Wisconsin to receive this funding in 2008, which 

supports the Comprehensive Service Integration (CSI) Project. CSI is a local initiative linking 

schools, community services, and families to support children’s healthy development through 

system connections and outreach. An element of the project is to support organization and 

development of social and emotional learning programs for young children through service 

linkages and collaboration. Together, the CSI initiative and SPROUT support the development of 

high quality supportive environments for young children through training and professional 

development opportunities for all individuals who touch the lives of young children. 

   

Recommendations:  

 Promote use of Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) and Ages and Stages 

Questionnaire: Social-Emotional (ASQ:SE) as a universal monitoring system for all 

providers serving young children  

 

 Provide access to and regular training on the use of the ASQ and ASQ:SE 

 

 Engage and support local higher education institutions in evaluating the quantity and 

quality of social and emotional curriculums offered to their students.  

 

 Integrate relevant social and emotional knowledge and skill development into existing 

training programs and curriculums as needed   

 

 Provide parents and caregivers information on how to establish high quality supportive 

environments 

 

 Promote the use of environmental rating scales to assess the quality of early childhood 

environments.   (Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale, Infant Toddler 

Environmental Rating Scale and Family Child Care Environmental Rating 

Scale)Provide resources such as training and consultation to parents, early childhood 

teachers and other service providers to help children with challenging behaviors succeed 

in community settings 
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 Support the implementation of YoungStar, Wisconsin’s quality rating and improvement 

system used to assure high quality care in child care programs 

     

How will we know we are successful?  

 All providers screen the social and emotional development of young children and their 

environments with standardized tools  

  

 Children receive the services needed based on the results of their individual screening   

 

 Fond du Lac infant and early childhood providers follow a common set of core 

competencies 

 

 Institutions of higher education will enhance curriculum to include social and emotional 

teaching strategies if needed 
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Targeted Social Emotional Supports 
Systematic approaches to teaching social skills can have a preventive and remedial effect 
   

Desired Outcome:  
Fond du Lac County will have a coordinated community approach for teaching social and 

emotional skills to ensure children's school readiness.  

   

Why is this important?  
Targeted social and emotional supports are essential for healthy development and enhancing 

positive parent-child relationships especially for vulnerable families with young 

children. Building protective factors will assure that healthy attachments will thrive in future 

generations.  

 

Although a licensed professional is required to provide treatment of mental health disorders, 

community partners can promote healthy social and emotional development in their daily 

interactions with children through prevention and early intervention activities.  These partners 

include but are not limited to child care programs, special education, early childhood programs, 

child care resource and referral agencies, school districts, family resource centers, home visitors, 

youth services agencies, healthcare providers, social services and faith communities.  These 

important community resources have the capacity and more importantly, multiple opportunities 

to directly impact the lives of infants, young children, and families and are embedded into every 

culture, but are often overlooked and underutilized.  Multiple researchers suggest that we must 

improve the ability of families and community providers to identify early childhood mental 

health issues and to build their capacity to respond to those families and children (Love et al., 

2002, Hanson et al., 2001; Smith and Fox, 2003).  

 

Assets and strengths:  
The community is committed to maximizing resources serving vulnerable families with young 

children in a thoughtful manner using evidence based practices.  In Fond du Lac County there 

are strong community partnerships that are working toward promoting the healthy social and 

emotional development of young children. In addition, Fond du Lac County is a Wisconsin 

Alliance for Infant Mental Health Community Site.     

   

Recommendations:  

 Develop the capacity to identify early signs of emotional and behavioral concerns or 

developmental delays and when indicated provide more specialized assistance to infants, 

young children, and their families   

 

 Screen all post partum mothers for depression  

 

 Provide social and emotional developmental screening to children at risk  (i.e., children 

exposed to trauma, attachment disruption, experiencing homelessness, abuse or neglect, 

witnessing  domestic violence, or with parents in AODA or mental health treatment)  

 

 Refer all infants and toddlers who have experienced trauma for screening 
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 Work in partnership with community agencies to identify barriers to effective and 

positive parenting  

 

 Work in partnership with local child care centers and family child care providers to 

reduce the incidence of expulsion by providing needed resources and supports to early 

care and education settings    

 

 Work in partnership with community agencies to assure that the basic needs of children 

and families are met  

 

 Provide child welfare practices that are sensitive to the social, emotional and cultural 

needs of children such as enhancing foster family mentoring roles, promoting modeling 

and cooperation between biological and foster parents, using evidence based practices 

which supports and values the roles of both mothers and fathers in their children’s lives, 

and making child placement decisions in the best interest of the child's social and 

emotional development     

 

How will we know we are successful?  

 Fond du Lac County community partners will identify children with social and emotional 

developmental concerns and know the process for referring children and families   

 

 The number of developmental screenings in Fond du Lac County will increase  

 

 There will be a decrease in the number of referrals to the Department of Social Services 

 

 There will be a decrease in the number of expulsions of young children from child care 

settings 

 

 There will be an increase in school attendance 

 

  Obstetricians and pediatricians will routinely screen mothers for post-partum depression 

and make referrals   

 

 Young children with mental health needs will have access to appropriate services 

 

 Children in need of protection will receive services and supports sensitive to their social 

and emotional needs.  
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Intensive interventions 

Assessment based intervention that results in individual behavioral support plans 

 

Desired Outcome:  
Children with emerging mental health symptoms will receive evidence based treatment by 

trained and knowledgeable providers in partnership with parents and other care givers resulting 

in optimal development.  Families and children will feel supported by competent, knowledgeable 

and sensitive professionals and caregivers.  

   

Why is this important?  
Early intervention results in more positive long term outcomes for children and families.  Earlier 

interventions are often less costly and intrusive to the child and family.     

   

A family intervention approach has four aspects.  First, it involves intervention for parental 

risk factors that interfere with effective parenting.  Parental risk factors include, for example, 

depression, substance abuse, and domestic violence.  Second, it couples the intervention with 

relationship-based parenting supports or training.  Third, it includes targeted prevention and 

early intervention for the child.  Fourth, it calls for continued attention to a family’s basic 

needs (e.g., healthcare, food, and housing). (Perry, Kaufmann, Knitzer, p. 340)  
   

Assets and strengths:  
A continuum of service delivery includes promotion, prevention, early intervention and 

treatment.  Full intervention and treatment requires specialized training.  Some Fond du Lac 

County providers have received advanced training to better deliver clinical mental health 

services.  For example, a partner such as a psychologist at the Department of Community 

Programs has received training in the Diagnostic Classification of Mental Health and 

Developmental Disorders of Infancy and Early Childhood: Revised Edition.  The Fond du Lac 

and North Fond du Lac School Districts are working to establish Positive Behavior Supports and 

mental health consultations for individual children within the schools.   The Department of 

Social Services is beginning to focus on Family Centered Teaming.  The Wisconsin Department 

of Children and Families has chosen Fond du Lac County as a training site on addressing trauma 

in children.     

   

Recommendations:  

 Support and provide training related to the consequences of attachment disruption to 

Fond du Lac community providers  

 

 Provide mental health consultation to early intervention staff, pediatric staff, child care 

providers, teachers, and home visitors as needed    

 

  Develop mutual understanding among and between community agencies on when and 

how to refer children for mental health treatment     

 

 Teach caregivers the evidence-based interventions developed for young children who 

have been removed from their families  
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 Provide training in The Diagnostic Classification of Mental Health and Developmental 

Disorders of Infancy and Early Childhood:0-3R (DC: 0-3R) to mental health clinicians 

working with young children  

 

 Strengthen local capacity to develop intervention plans based on the results of the       

DC: 0-3R.     

 

 Provide collaborative supportive services to families with infants and young children who 

face multiple risk factors (children exposed to trauma, attachment disruption, 

experiencing homelessness, abuse or neglect, witnessing domestic violence, or with 

parents in AODA or mental health treatment, etc.)  

 

 Develop therapeutic model for family interaction in supervised settings  

 

 Provide child development training to child welfare workers and judges to guide their 

work and decision making with infants and toddlers 

 

 Create access to appropriate evidenced based supports and therapeutic services to all 

caregivers including parents, permanent guardians, adoptive families, and foster families  

   

How will we know we are successful?  

 Fond du Lac County will have an array of knowledgeable providers who are competent in 

using the DC:0-3R  

 

 Providers will deliver family centered and individualized, effective, comprehensive and 

coordinated services to families who have children in need of intervention.   
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Appendix A: Understanding Infant Early Childhood Mental Health 
 

Developmental Definition (from Zeanah, Stafford, Nagle, & Rice, 2005)  

Infant mental health is synonymous with healthy social-emotional development including the 

developing capacity of a child to: 

 Experience, regulate, and express emotions; 

 Form close interpersonal relationships; and 

 Explore the Environment and learn – all in the context of family, community, and cultural 

expectations for young children. 

     
System Delivery Definition (from Perry, Kaufman, Knitzer, p. 65)  

Optimal service delivery provided by infant and early childhood communities will: 

 Promote the emotional and behavioral well-being of all young children 

 Strengthen the emotional and behavioral well-being of children whose development is 

compromised by environmental or biological risk in order to minimize their risks and 

enhance the likelihood that they will enter school with appropriate skills 

 Help families of young children address any barriers they face to ensure that their 

children’s emotional development is not compromised 

 Expand the competencies of non-familial caregivers and others to promote the social and 

emotional well-being of young children and families, particularly those at risk by virtue 

of environmental or biological factors 

 Ensure that young children experiencing clearly atypical emotional and behavioral 

development and their families have access to needed services and supports 

 

When combined, these two perspectives help guide states, communities, providers, and families 

as they strive to conceptualize early childhood mental health, work to build services and supports 

that encourage social-emotional development in all young children and assist those children at 

risk or experiencing developmental difficulties.  

   

The practice of infant and early childhood mental health is guided by the following principles 

below based on the definitions outlined above.  

   

Infant and Early Childhood Development Principles  
1) Optimal physical, cognitive, social and emotional development of the infant and young 

child is interdependent and occurs within the context of secure and healthy relationships 

with caregivers, particularly in the relationship between parent and child.  

 

2) The parent carries the primary responsibility for establishing and maintaining a secure           

attachment.  The infant’s characteristics and reactions contribute significantly to the 

relationship but are considered secondary to the parent’s responsibility.  

 

3)  Nurturing styles are meaningfully influenced by:  

 the parent’s experiences with his or her own parents;  

 stressors the parent is experiencing;  
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 the extent to which the parent is being supported and nurtured, as well as the parents 

ability to take advantage of available supports;  

 cultural expectations and practices. 

 

4) Involvement of mothers and fathers in the care and nurturance of their children, 

beginning at conception, is an important factor in healthy development and merits 

encouragement and facilitation. 

 

5) Family mental health, particularly, maternal mental health, has a significant role in the 

development of infant emotional well-being. 

   

 

Infant and Early Childhood System Principles  
 

1) Child and family interactions with service providers promote healthy social-emotional 

development and include prevention, early intervention and treatment activities across all 

disciplines.  

 

2) Services across systems focus on strengthening the parent-child relationship.  

 

3) Interventions strengthen the optimal development of the infant and young child, as well 

as enhance the emotional well-being of the individual family members and the family as 

a whole  

 

4) Parents are full and meaningful partners in the decision making process in provision of 

services 

  

5) Services are provided to the family in the most natural environment possible. 

  

6) Interventions and services respect the differences in cultures, communities, family 

structures, languages and individuals.  These differences are honored throughout systems 

of care and are not misinterpreted as symptoms of manifestations of problems.  

 

7) A system of care provides effective supervision of and support for service providers.  

Such supervision offers an environment to reflect upon the work with children and 

families and to acquire new knowledge, skills and attitudes.  

 

8) Messages of hope, strength and recovery are integrated into all service interactions.  

   

(Wisconsin Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Plan) www.wiaimh.org      

 

 

 

 

 

 

file://fdlext1/groups/FL/Nan/SPROUT/www.wiaimh.org
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Caregiver Tenets  
Fond du Lac County’s Community Plan is guided by a shared understanding of Infant and Early 

Childhood Principles as well as shared System Principles as presented earlier and the following 

Caregiver Tenets.   

 

1) Children are best understood within the context of family, care giving, and community 

relationships.  

 

2) What happens in the early years affects the course of development across the life span.  

 

3) Nurturing relationships with parents and other people in their lives from birth onward are 

the most important contribution to children’s positive social-emotional development and 

well-being.  

 

4) Children deserve to be in safe, stable, caring, and nurturing environments that promote 

their health and development, protect them from harm, and are supportive of appropriate 

social and emotional well-being.  

 

5) Families play the leading role in children’s social-emotional development, and they are to 

be full participants in all aspects of the design, implementation, and evaluation of 

programs and services for their young children.  

 

6) Families and caregivers need to be respected and supported in their roles by building on 

their skills and knowledge and supporting their mental health.  

 

7) Individuality, as well as social, economic, and cultural diversity, must be understood, 

honored, appreciated, and reflected in practice.  

 

8) Caregivers’ work is collaborative and interdisciplinary and comprises health, mental 

health, early care and education and human services.  (Perry, Kaufmann, Knitzer, pp. 

102-103).                                                                  
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For more information or to get involved, contact: 
Fond du Lac Area United Way 921-7010 or 

UW-Extension, Fond du Lac County 929-3170  


